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PRESS RELEASE  

Available for immediate use 

South Wiltshire University Technical College Confirms it Site 

The new South Wiltshire University Technical College (UTC) will open in Wilton Road, 

Salisbury in September 2014, taking over the current Salisbury Police Station buildings.  The 

police officers and staff currently based at the station will be relocated to Wiltshire Council 

premises in the city centre, in a partnership model that has proved very successful in 

Chippenham and other areas. 

The UTC will be a specialist Science and 

Engineering Academy for around 600 

students aged 14-18.  It is being 

developed as a unique partnership 

between the University of 

Southampton, the Army, Wiltshire 

Council, Wiltshire College and leading 

local Science and Engineering 

employers.   

Based on a full working day of 08.45 to 

17.10 and running for 40 weeks a year, 

the UTC will give students a high quality 

technical education as well as a broad 

programme of GCSEs and A Levels.   

All learning at the UTC will be themed around the Defence and Protective Science industries and 

students will progress to a wide range of university courses, Apprenticeships and relevant jobs. 

UTC Project Manager, Gordon Aitken, noted that the proposed Wilton Road location is subject to 

formal planning permission and the signing of a lease agreement with Wiltshire Council but 

described the site as “hitting every target for us”.  He explained: 

“We have promised prospective students and their parents a high quality learning 

environment within easy walking distance of Salisbury Station.  This is vital as young people 

will travel to the UTC from up to 20 miles in any direction.  This building is a well-known local 

landmark and steeped in Salisbury’s recent history.  We will retain much of the imposing 

More than 200 people came to Salisbury Guildhall in May to find out 

about the UTC and careers in Science and Engineering 
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exterior of the building but we are already developing exciting plans for a complete 

refurbishment inside to produce an innovative and stimulating learning space.” 

The design of the new UTC will be 

themed around three main learning 

zones featuring Defence 

Engineering, Protective Science and 

Design Engineering.  Experts from 

the Army, the University of 

Southampton and major local 

employers will help design the 

zones and ensure that they reflect 

the latest technology and realistic 

working environments.   There will 

also be brand new cafe and meeting 

areas that will be opened up to 

local community groups and the 

general public. 

Gordon Aitken explained: 

“We are working with the 

architects to develop a very 

modern learning environment.  

There will be a strong core of 

academic learning and 

pastoral support and students 

will also have direct contact 

and e-conferences with 

industry experts, Army 

personnel, specialists from the 

University of Southampton 

and Wiltshire College and 

young mentors who are 

already working as scientists and 

engineers.  The UTC buildings 

will be specially-designed to 

make these contacts part of the 

natural daily routine, mirroring 

the way most of us now operate 

in the workplace.” 

Artist’s impression: front of the planned UTC with new public cafe area 

Artist’s impression: rear courtyard with lecture theatre and open learning area 
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Students will notice other differences too.  There will be no bells telling them when and where to 

go, but instead they will have electronic appointment diaries and be expected to take 

responsibility for managing their time.  Instead of school uniform there will be business dress and 

appropriate work clothing and there will be no set homework, although students will be given IT 

equipment and clear guidelines to help them research the next day’s themes. 

The partnership behind the UTC considered options to renovate existing public buildings and to 

build new premises on brown field sites and concluded that the major refurbishment of the Wilton 

Road site offered the best deal for students and for taxpayers.  Gordon Aitken explains: 

“The Wilton Road site is a very solid and impressive building and this means all our 

budget can go on transforming the inside.  The students get brand new industry 

standard laboratories, design studios and lecture theatres and the overall cost to the 

taxpayer is lower than for a new build.  Crucially, the Wilton Road site also allows 

easy access by bus or rail from all directions in time for our 8.45 start each day.” 

A formal statutory consultation by the UTC about its plans and the provision it will offer will 

run throughout July and August.  Details will be posted shortly on the UTC website and 

there will be a co-ordinated local media campaign to explain how to take part.  The purpose 

of the consultation is to ensure local employers and residents can help shape the UTC prior 

to the Department for Education finally signing it off as ready to open.  Applications to join 

the UTC in September 2014 will open this September although many potential students and 

staff have already registered their interest at www.wiltshire-utc.co.uk.  

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTES 

Overview 

The overall plan has resulted from detailed discussions between the Police and Crime 

Commissioner Angus Macpherson, Wiltshire Police Chief Constable Pat Geenty and Wiltshire 

Council Leader Jane Scott.  The lease for the site will formally pass to Wiltshire Council at 

the end of this year although the custody suite will continue to operate until Easter 2014 to 

ensure that all necessary arrangements for its replacement are in place.  This timescale has 

been carefully planned to ensure that the UTC can welcome its first intake of 14 and 16 

year-olds in September 2014.  A joint press release has been issued by Wiltshire Police and 

Wiltshire Council.  Contact communications at Wiltshire Council on 01225 713115 or PCC 

Communications Officer Claire Woods on 101 720 2234 or 07971 078 030 for details). 
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Specifics 

1. The Government announced on 27 March that the South Wiltshire Defence Industries 

UTC was one of 13 new UTCs approved to prepare for opening in 2014 or 2015. 

2. UTCs are funded under the Academies programme and are state 14-18 schools run by 

a charitable trust. 

3. The South Wiltshire UTC has promised potential students and parents that it will be 

located in Salisbury close to the Railway Station. This is to ensure it is accessible from 

throughout the sub-region. 

4. The UTC will eventually have around 630 pupils spanning Years 10-13 (i.e. the GCSE 

and sixth form phases of education).  UTCs operate a long school day (08.45 to 17.10) 

and for 40 weeks a year, meaning students get much more teaching time.  This means 

they can study technical qualifications alongside a wide range of GCSEs and A Levels. 

5. The UTC will have a catchment area of around a 20-mile radius and will welcome 

students from Southampton, Eastleigh, Andover and parts of Dorset as well as South 

Wiltshire up to Warminster and Pewsey. 

6. Students will join the UTC at either 14 or 16.  

7. The proposal has strong backing from the 43 (Wessex) Brigade and leading science 

and engineering companies, including Public Health England (formerly the Health 

Protection Agency), Securebio, The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl), 

Serco, Tetricus Science Park, QinetiQ, Wallop Defence Systems and Chemring 

Countermeasures.  It is also supported by Wiltshire Council, Wiltshire College and the 

University of Southampton. 

8. In line with Department for Education rules, the UTC will hold a formal public 

consultation in July and August to consult with local residents and stakeholders and 

the school’s plans. 

9. At the end of the consultation it will receive a formal Funding Agreement from the 

Department for Education and can then legally accept student applications. 

10. The UTC will open in September 2014 with up to 130 Year 10s and 170 Year 12s.  By 

September 2015 it will have four year groups of 14-18 year-olds (each with 150 

students). 

11. A public information event was held on 23 May and attended by John Glen MP, local 

councillors and other schools as well as potential students and their parents.  

12. A copy of the PowerPoint presentation made by Gordon Aitken at the event can be 

downloaded from http://www.wiltshire-utc.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2013/04/Open-Evening-Introduction-to-South-Wiltshire-UTC.pptx. 

Press Contact: 

South Wiltshire UTC Project Manager, Gordon Aitken on 07891 585898 or 

GordonRAitken@gmail.com.  Website: www.wiltshire-utc.co.uk.  
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